
 

Press release 
 

A key component for high-
temperature fuel cells  
 
 
Reutte, Austria, March 2010 – PLANSEE’s interconnects 
are making a significant contribution to clean, reliable, 
affordable energy generation as a component in Bloom 
Energy’s recently announced Energy Server.  
 
In February, Bloom Energy announced availability of its 
groundbreaking Energy Server. At the core of each Energy 
Server are fuel cell stacks, consisting of Bloom’s patented 
solid oxide fuel cells joined together with special thin metal 
interconnect plates. PLANSEE is a key supplier of these 
metallic plates. 
 
The interconnect plates are made from a custom metal alloy, 
engineered to allow the stacks to operate at high temperatures 
without cracking. To accomplish this, the alloy’s coefficient of 
thermal expansion has been matched to that of the fuel cells.  
 
PLANSEE produces the interconnects using a powder 
metallurgy process in which cost effective metal powders are 
pressed into the desired shape.  
 
Bloom systems with PLANSEE interconnects are currently 
producing power for several Fortune 500 companies. 
 
PLANSEE SOFC product portfolio 
 
PLANSEE’s interconnects have established themselves as the 
industry standard for stationary solid oxide fuel cell systems. 
To meet growing market demand, PLANSEE is now making a 
double-digit million dollar investment in a highly automated 
interconnect production facility in Towanda, Pennsylvania. 
 
PLANSEE also develops and manufactures an extensive 
range of products for high-temperature fuel cells, including 
ultra-thin interconnectors and metal supported solid oxide fuel 
cells. These components are used mainly in mobile and 
portable power generation systems, as well as for the reverse 
process of producing hydrogen. 



 

 
PLANSEE High Performance Materials 
 
PLANSEE High Performance Materials (HPM) is a world-
leading manufacturer of products made from refractory metals 
and metallic composite materials. The privately owned 
company has been manufacturing innovative powder-
metallurgically processed high-performance materials for over 
85 years, and covers the whole production process, right from 
the raw material to the finished product. The company 
employs materials experts, product developers and local 
technical sales staff to provide customers all over the world 
with all the help and assistance they require. 
 

 
PLANSEE produces the interconnects using a powder metallurgy net 
shape process. 
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